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THE CROSS

The cross is the cost of love. In Jesus on the cross we see God’s suffering love in the face of our sin and
violence. Jesus did not die “so that God could forgive us;” God forgave us already. Jesus died because we
killed him. Jesus suffered the consequences of our sin, our injustice, but he did not “pay for our sins:” sin
can’t be bought off. To say we have been “purchased with a price” doesn’t mean Jesus
“bought” something. Our salvation is a gift, not a transaction—though it costs God. God did
not arrange for Jesus to be killed; that was our doing. God didn’t “plan” the cross. Jesus
didn’t set out to die; he set out to do justice. Jesus opposed unjust religious, political,
economic and social systems of oppression—and the powerful struck back. In his death we
see evil exposed. We see God as the victim of all injustice and oppression (“whatever you
do to the least of these...”) And we also see God’s love and forgiveness in the face of our
evil. Jesus suffered our judgment, and brought God’s judgment in return: God’s absolute,
eternal, infinite love and forgiveness.

To contemplate the cross is to behold our sin, God’s grace, and our calling all at once. In the cross we see
the scandal of God’s vulnerability with us. God doesn’t demand suffering; God suffers with us and even
because of us—to stay with us. In the cross God lives out the reality of being in a body, with all the beauty
and pain and even mortality that entails: such is the price of incarnation. God suffers with us. In the Cross
God absorbs everything that separates us from God: our fear and violence, our shame, our judgment, and
our death— and God embraces us, with nothing in between. In the cross we exercise the power of death
and violence and God receives it and transforms it, overcoming even the power of death with love.
Because Jesus trusts God absolutely, and serves God fully in the cause of justice and healing, he is not
afraid to face violence. Having already given his life to God, Jesus enters into life that is infinite and can’t be
taken from him (this, not the afterlife, is the meaning of eternal life). On Good Friday the Resurrected One
was crucified.

To take up your cross is to willingly surrender your life to God, die to your old self, and allow yourself to be
raised—re-created—as a new person, like dust that God breathes new life into. And to take up your cross is
to be willing to suffer for the sake of love and justice.

Holy Week and Easter Schedule

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 13

9:30am and 4:30pm Worship Services
11:00am - Easter Family Event (see pg. 5 for more details)
5:00pm - Spring Cantata “Upon This Rock”

Maundy/Holy Thursday, April 17
7:00pm - Service w/ Holy Communion

Good Friday, April 18
7:00pm - Worship Service led by the youth

Easter Sunday, April 20
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Sunrise Worship Service w/ Communion
8:30-9:15am - Hot Continental Breakfast in the Concourse
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Thank you to everyone who
CH@donated to the Coat Ministry.
Cya/“‘.' We were open October 14th
thru March 10th and coincide
with the Food Pantry hours. 334 coats were
provided along with many hats,
gloves, and socks. It warms the >
soul when you see people who
are appreciative of this ministry.
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APRIL 2025

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays at 9:30am
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30am & 4:30pm
Sunday Evening Service at 4:30pm

www.facebook.com/SUMCIllinois/ or
www.youtube.com/results?searchquery=sycamore+umc

COMMUNION WILL BE SERVED AT ALL SUNDAY SERVICES
DURING LENT

APRIL 6 — FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
John 12:1-8
APRIL 13 - PALM/PASSION SUNDAY
No 4:30 service—Spring Cantata at 5:00pm
Liturgy of the Palms
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Luke 19:28-40
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56
APRIL 17 - HOLY/MAUNDY THURSDAY AT 7:00PM
Exodus 12 Selected verses
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
John 13:1-17,31b-35
APRIL 18 - GOOD FRIDAY AT 7:00PM
Isaiah 52
Hebrews 4:14-16. 5: 7-9
John 18:1-19: 42

APRIL 20— EASTER SUNDAY
7:30 - Sunrise Service
1 Corinthians 15: 19- 26
John 20.1-18
9:30 - Celebration of Worship
Acts 10: 34-43
Luke 24:1-12
4:30 - Easter Evening Service
Isaiah 25: 6-9
Luke 24: 13-49
APRIL 27 — SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8



https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=sycamore+umc
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2043:16-21&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20126&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John12:1-8&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118:1-2,%2019-29&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2019:28-40&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2050:4-9a&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202:5-11&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022:14-23:56&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2043:16-21&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203:4b-14&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John12:1-8&version=CEB

We extend our sympathies to the families of:

Bill Lenschow
Anna Olson (Ken Olson’s mother)
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The Service Personnel and Their Families

Those for whom we pray: Cgt. Mark Browning, PVT Trevor Bassett
Nancy Mike Milyanovich SGT Ben Bushno PO3 Samuel V BeII_
David Dykema Jerrica Newby SGT Shaune C_Iark SGT Brock _Grlmaldl
Diana Grace Dwain Stadie SGT Matthew Elnhorn *SEC Alexis Jones
Beverly Duff Mark Westrom PFC Timothy Einhorn *Maj Steve Haac.k.
Neil Weir Dani Smith PO1 Fr.ank Incapreo PV2 Rachel McMillion
Mark McGee Addison SSG Christopher Isabel *CPL Joshga Caraballo
Rick Stewart Jamoni Zander Lt. Col. Galrlrett %Iack SPC Su.tlt Jackson
Gary Blake Norma Clarner MG Matthew “Scott” Stewart PV2 Liam Keller
Carol Berndt Diane Mathey LT Matthew Herbaugh E-5 PO Hayden Royer
Jimmy Schmidt Damian
Carol Keneway The Collins Family _ S

The March 15th “Spring Around the World” fundraiser has so far grossed just over

-4 $10,000. to support the missions and ministries of the church as we seek to make Disciples

WL, of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. A big “THANK YOU” goes to the

’a}“\RouND“s{VJQRLD. organizers, donors of silent and live auction items, decorators, cooks and servers, audio

«] - and music providers, set-up and take-down crews, and of course the more than 90

: attendees and bidders. You put your time, talents, and treasures into action to make
“08 9L this such a successful event.
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With much appreciation,
Paul Callighan, Finance Committee Chair

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION
EMPOWERED BY GRACE TO GLORIFY GOD

By God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, we acknowledge Jesus as our Savior
as we prepare to celebrate Easter 2025. The Gospel of Christ enlightens us and brings &=
purpose to our life. For this we give thanks as prophesized in Psalm 113:1-2, “Praise Seme====
the Lord! Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised!”

Have you gone to God in prayer recently and asked him how he sees your efforts in fulfilling the purpose
for which he created you? What kind of marks do you think he would give you for being his witness, or
how you are doing in your service to others, or how you are doing in your giving? Are you personally
pleased with the ways you are using the time, talents, and treasures which God has entrusted to you?

Think about your attendance at worship and participation as a member of the choir, an usher, commun-
ion assistant, or church van driver. How do you support our local youth Life Missions program or the
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)? Do you help with the Food Pantry, teach Sunday
School, take part in a Bible Study, or help with meals at Hope Haven? Are you part of United Women in
Faith, United Methodist Men, or other organized groups that are part of the missions and ministries of
Sycamore United Methodist Church?

Jesus preached God’s Gospel, died on a Cross, and then was resurrected to offer a new way of life
through faith in him. In his name, we are empowered by grace to purposely do good works by being
generous stewards of God’s gifts. You may financially support the work of the church by mailing a check
to 160 Johnson Avenue, Sycamore, IL 60178 (attention Business Director Jim McCue); by giving on-line at

WWWw.sycamoreumc.org/giving; or by texting “Giving” to 815-895-9113. Thank you for your service.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER, GROW, AND SERVE

ALL AGES

e Lenten Soup Suppers continue through April 9™ from 6-6:50 in The Commons. Join us for soup and
sustenance for your soul. We will have a soup & salad supper with a scripture discussion led by Pastor
Luis. Register weekly or for the entire season of Lent by texting "SOUP" to the church phone
number.

e Palm Sunday, April 13"is a day for the whole family to enjoy. During the 9:30 a.m. worship service,
we will have an all-kids choir. After the service, we invite you to our Family Easter Event for all ages,
where you can experience interactive stations that tell parts of the Easter story.

e Let’s make it official! Claiming membership here at Sycamore UMC is one way to take the next step
on your spiritual journey. If you feel called to make this church your spiritual home, we are hosting
two meetings on April 27th and May 4th from 10:45 to 12:30, which will help you learn more about
our beliefs and mission. A light lunch and childcare will be provided. Text New Member to register or
see Becca for more information.

CHILDREN

e Children’s Ministry Programs meet regularly. Magic Monday meets April 7" from 12-1:15pm for PK-1st
children. Christian Kids(K-5th) practice loving God, self, and neighbor on Wednesdays from 4-5:30pm
with some school pick-up options. Newcomers are always welcome. For more information go to:
https://sycamoreumc.org/childrens-ministries/ Newcomers are always welcome!

e Sunday School (PK-MS) is weekly at 9:30am service.

e SAVE THE DATE!! VBS will take place July 7"-11" from 9-noon daily. This is an exciting
opportunity is for children ages 4 years old through 5 grade to learn about Jesus as our
TRUE NORTH. Youth and Adult Volunteers are also needed. If you have any questions or &
would like to help, please see Becca.

| Trusting 3€ses in  Wild Worjy

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT

e Youth Group will continue to be every other Sunday. We extended the time now to 6-8p.m. Next
meetings are scheduled for April 13 & 27. As always this is open to all middle schoolers and High
Schoolers. We have food, games, and some devotional time.

e Our SUMC Life Missions trip is scheduled for July 27th - August 1st . We are going to Benton w35 =]
N
]

Harbor Ml through Youth Works. We still have 1 spot available We are looking for adult female E‘i'hi
leaders to chaperone. Please reach out if you are interested or if you want more details. If I= -r"sgﬁ
you would like to make a donation to support the youth on this trip you can scan the QR (A
code and select “LIFE Missions Donations” under Designation or send a check to the church office.

e Young Adults Fellowship meets every Thursday evening from 6-7:30. Anyone age 18-29 are invited for
dinner and discussion about how God is showing up in our lives.

ADULTS

e Our Spring Book Study, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality starts April 30" or May 1%, Author and pastor
Peter Scazzero offers a road map for discipleship that is powerfully transformative. Topics include
how to identify emotionally unhealthy practices, how to grow your soul in grief and loss, and how to
develop healthy emotional communication skills. Sign-up coming soon.

« Singles Fellowship meets April 22" at 6pm for pizza and conversation at Ski’s. All stages and ages are
welcome! and how you can engage those disciplines.

A
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER, GROW, AND SERVE
Provoting P.R.I.D.E. COMMITTEE

The PRIDE Committee is so grateful for the incredible support at our first Zine
\ # Craft Workshop! With 27 congregants and community members joining in,
DIVERSITY,

we created some truly wonderful art together. Thank you to everyone who
SumMcC EauaLity participated!

Looking ahead, we’re excited to invite you to our next event on Friday, April 26, at 6:00 PM for PRIDE
Movie Night. We'll be watching Luca, a heartwarming film about friendship, identity, and self-
acceptance. Everyone is welcome, so bring your friends and family for a fun and meaningful evening!

ABC PRESCHOOL ) g e
The spring weather brings so many changes to the world around us. With the new A - '
growth taking place all around us in our world it reminds me of how blessed we are (&

here to witness daily the growth, both physically and emotionally, in all the children == ___ 0¥
here PRESCHOOL
Spring Sing for our three-year-olds will be held on April 8 & 9 at 11:00 am. The kids have been busy
practicing to show all their families how wonderful they sound.

Easter Eggstravaganza will take place the week of April 14. There will be lots of Bible stories, Easter Egg
coloring and a good old fashion Easter Egg hunt!

We thank Sycamore United Methodist Church for all your support of ABC Preschool. We look forward to
working together on many projects during the year.

Blessings,
The ABC Preschool Staff
WORSHIP, MuSIC AND ARTS

Save the date! Our Spring Sing and Choir Cantata will be on April 13, 2025 at 5:00 PM Choir will present
their Lenten Cantata, “Upon This Rock”

' « . MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
: PR
. X U p O n T h I S Phyllis, Family, & Friends Concert

Date: May 3rd, 2025
Time: 4:00 PM
Location: SUMC Sanctuary

Join us for an afternoon of
wonderful music
with Phyllis (Horst),
Family, and Friends!
Bring your loved

ones and come enjoy
a memorable concert.

SPRING CANTATA

d by the SUMC Chancel Choir
~ Sunday, April 13th
~ at 5:00 P\

160 JOHNSON AVE., SYCAMORE, IL" 6 . .
8154-895-9113  www.sycamoreumc.org Cost: Free Will Donation
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER, GROW, AND SERVE

- BLOOD DRIVE AT SUMC
American Saturday, April 5th
Red Cross from 8:00-1:00 in the gym

For an appointment call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org

HYGIENE ITEM DRIVE: The Rotaract Club of Sycamore is hosting a Hygiene ltem Drive to support
students in the Sycamore and DeKalb school districts. From March 1st to April 1st, 2025, donate hygiene
products like soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, feminine hygiene items, and more at SUMC in the
Concourse. All donations will benefit local students through the Regional Office of Education and food
pantries. A Rotaract member will collect the items. Thank you for your support!

v HOPE HAVEN MEAL ASSISTANCE NEEDED FOR APRIL
Hope Haven Prepare or buy just one course or the entire meal to feed 60-65 people! Deliver
your contribution to Hope Haven in DeKalb or drop it off at the church by 3:30 on
Monday. Please call the church (815-895-9113) to let us know which delivery
option you will be using. Sign-up at the Welcome Center in the Concourse or by calling the church office
at 815-895-9113.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR APRIL

Canned beans Crunchy Peanut butter Salad Dressing

Crackers Canned veggies Boxed potatoes or stuffing

Canned fruit Diced Tomatoes Cereal

Canned meals Spaghetti sauce Paper towels Toiletries
(spaghettios, beefaroni etc) Mayo Tissues Empty Egg Cartons
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APRIL 2025 EVENTS CALENDAR

The deadline for the May issue of The Messenger is April 20th

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
April 1 2 3 4 5
POLLING PLACE 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness ~ {4:00 PM TOPS 8:00 AM UMM Breakfast
3:30 PM Staff Meeting 11:00 AM Lenten Book Study|6:00 PM Young Adult 8:00 AM-1:00 PM
5:30 PM “Disciples” 400 PM Christian Kids Fellowship Group Red Cross Blood Drive
Bible Study 5:30 PM Children’s Choirs |6:00 PM Pack 141 Den 2
6:00PM Pack 141Den1 |6:00PM Lenten Soup | 7:00 PM Handbell Choir
6:30 PM Food Pantry Board Supper
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:30 AM 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness  [9:30 PM Mary Circle 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness ~ {4:00 pm TOPS 6:00PM GS Troop 912 |9:00 AM NIC Annual
Sunday Worship §ewlce 12:00 PM Magic Mondays | 11:00 AM ABC Preschool |11:00 AM ABC Preschool [4:30PM GS Troop 1717 |7:00PM Pack 141 Conference Shepherding
9:30 AM gg:lgg?ns Sunday 12:00 PM Food Pantry Js Spnng Sing 3sSpringSing  {6:00 PM Pack 141 Den 5 Pack Meeting | Team
A30PM 6:00PM Staff Pastor |20 PM Staff Meeting | 11:00 AM Lenten Book Study|6:00 PM Young Adult
“BREAKTHROUGH |Parish Relations Comm,  |5:30 PM “D,'SC'%GS" 400 PM Christian Kids Fellowship Group
Sunday Evening Worship |6:00 PM Adult Bible Study | », Bible Study 5:30 PM Children’s Choirs | 7:00 PM Handbell Choir
“The Book of Matthew” L 6:00 PM Lenten Soup
7:00 PM Trustees Supper
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
PALM SUNDAY 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness  [1:00 PM Grace Circle 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness ~ |4:00 PM TOPS ABC Preschool No school  |8:00 AM UMM Breakfast
9:30 AM 12:00PM Food Pantry  |3:30 PM Staff Meeting 10:00 AM Caring Ministry ~ |6:00 PM GS Leader Mtg. |7:00 PM Good Friday
Sunday Worship Service - |5:00 PM Discipleship  [5:30 PM “Disciples” Network 6:00 PM Youth Ministries Service
9:30AM ' Children’s Sunday Committee Bible Study 4:00 PM Christian Kids Team
School  15:15PM GSTroop5070 |600 PM Pack 141 Den1 |5:30 PM Chidren's Choirs (6:00 PM Girl Scout Leaders
10:45AM Easter Famiy 6:00 PM Adult Bible Study 7:00PM Chancel Choir  |6:00 PM Pack 141 Den 2
Event “The Book of Matthew” 7:00 PM Handbell Choir
400PM GS Troop 998 7:00 PM HolyMaundy
5:00 PM Spring Cantata Thursday Service
“Upon This Rock”
6:00PM Middle & High
School Youth Group
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
EASTER SUNDAY No ABC Preschool 1:00 PM UWF Missions  [9:00 AM Faithful Fitness |4 :00 PM TOPS 12:30 PM ABC Preschool (6:00 PM Game Night
7:30 AM Easter Sunrise | Church offices closed Team 400PM ChristianKids ~ [4:30 PM GS Troop 1717 Staff Meeting
Service 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness  |3:30 PM Staff Meeting 5:30 PM Children’s Choirs [6:00 PM Young Adult
8:30 AM BEastEff Continental |9:30 AM Ruth Circle 5:30 PM “Disciples” 700 PM Chancel Choir Fellowship Group
930 AM reakfast 12:00 PM Food Pantry Bible Study 6:00 PM Pack 141 Den5
Easter Worship Service |6:30 PM Worship Comm. |6:00 PM Pack 141 Den 4 7:00 PM Handbell Choir
' - 6:00 PM Singles
9:30AM Children’s Sunday . .,
School FeIIowshlp at Ski's
4:30 PM 6:30 PM Fundraiser Mtg.
BREAKTHROUGH
Easter Evening Worship
27 28 29 30 May 1 2 3
9:30 AM 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness  |3:30 PM Staff Meeting 9:00 AM Faithful Fitness ~ |4:00 PM TOPS 8:00 AM UMM Breakfast
Sunday Worship Service  12:00 PM Food Pantry ~ |5:30 PM “Disciples’ 11:00 AM Lenten Book Study{6:00 PM Young Adult 10:00 AM Tech Talk
9:30AM  Chidren's Sunday (5:15 PM GS Troop 5070 Bible Study 4:00 PM Christian Kids Fellowship Group Common Scams
School 5:30 PM Chidren's Choirs [6:00 PM Pack 141 Den 2
10:45 AM NewDisciple/ : ir  |7:00PM Handbell Choir
Member Class 7:00 PM Chancel Choir
4:30 PM
BREAKTHROUGH
Sunday Evening Worship

6:00 PM Middle & High
School Youth Group
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